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The STAT1ONERSs Advertiſement, 


He Author of this being averſe to the Printing 
Sermons, a Friend of hw, who by his imports- 


nity had obtained a ( opy of it, ſent it to me, with his 


deſire that I would publiſh it. In which he was ſo eare 
neſt, that I could not deny him, efþecially be having 
threatned, that if I would -not ſome body elſe ſhould do 
it. 1 was loath to neglef an oportunity which I thought 

'obt help to the curing the mentioned humour in the 
Autlor, and I knew would gratifie his Friends and 
others. Being therefore aſſured by this Gentleman 
that he would procure me the Authors pardon for my 


rinting this without bis leave, T have adventured to| 


P 

do ſo; and I hope, when be hath peruſed it, T ſhall eaſs- 
ly obtain the Readers. 

Jamgs COLLINS| 
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— And they that ref /t ſhall: rective to nrkutinh | 
Damnation. 


3 there are ſome Ape and Times 
WV Þ thatare more infeſted with uns 
a a happy influences fromthe Heavens, 
ANSP and noxious reeks from the Earth, 
which by poyloning the Air, | 
Roots, and Herbs, propagatethat 
deadly - venome into mens bodies, that even wea- TT 
ries Death, and gluts che Grave with its ſlaughters, ] 
and was matter of our late miſeries. - 
In like: manner there are Times when payſonow | 
 DoQtrines from the Pulpit, and maligne humours 
in the Populace, infe& the Publick Air, and ſpread! 
a fatal Contagion into mens Principles and Man- 
ners, which flies like InfeFion, and deſtroyes like: 
the Plague, 7B. And | 
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And wm ever Times were under cr0/s and unlucky. 


| Aſpefts, if ever there were a publick Spirit of 


Phrenfie b miſchjef in the World in any days,fince 
the firſt ; ' certainly this Lor is fallez upon ours ; 

wherein mens Principles and Pratiices contend, 
which ſhall out-dothe other in che degree of Evil. 
Ard tis tiard to ſay which areworſe, Mens ations 


or opinions. 
We-are fallen into Times , wherein among; 


kind of Wit to bean Atheiſt, among others, , ul 
Religion . to: be Phantaftick, and (onſcience to be 


enorwiies, and debauches. And we had not been 
calted tothe ſad ſolemnity ofthis Day, if Rebellion 


| had ſlept in Opinion. 
| But alasthe yenome of the Aſp hath ſwoln into| 


deadly Tumors, and thoſc ſeditious Principles have 
ſhor their poy ſonous atrows into the vitals of the 


publick Body. We yer fcel the /mart of thoſe 
\wotinds, and the Getierations to come will wear 
the ſcarrs and the marks of our miſery and our 
oult. 

| What is paſtwe may lament, but cannot remedy. 


What we may do, and what we ought, 15 toin- 
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ſome, 'tis a piece of 5allantry to defie God, and a| 


Turbulent and Unzovernable. Nor have mens | 
 Praftices come ſhort of the malignity of their Be- | 
liefs ;. bur ifpoſſiblehaveour-done it. Atheiſm hath | 
| not, reſted 1n the judgment, bur proceeded to all 


| 
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form 
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janddanger of Reſiſtance; yetthere is another and 
1a greater, as certainand more fatal, threarned by 


INE zo, who beſides that he was an Heathen ,| 
WAS a: Perſecutsr and a, Tyrant, and the moſt infa-| 


[not excepted as to the Tribute of Obedience. Where- 
{as had this been ſaid inthe dayes of ſuch a Prince 


Te pony; pd 


_— — 


Flames than thoſe. And if that fatal Firewhich-ſo 
lately prey'd upon our Peace, _ our Properties, 
| our Religion, and our Government, our Perſons and 
our Friends, hath not yet convinced. us of the evils 


the Apoſtle, They that refiſt ſhall receive to them- 


[elves damnation... 


| Which words were. ſpoken ; in-the dayes of 
|fious inſtance in Nature ;- and yerthis Manfeer is| 


asour CHARLES the Firſt, ir might have been 
ſuppoſed that the vertue of the perſon claimed the 
_— and: ſbjeftion, and noc-the capacity of| 
the Prince. And that *rwas damnable to reſi/ 


becauſe he wasa Nurſing Father ofthe Church, nor 
becaulethe Ruling Father of his Conntry. 'I'was 
an happy coincidence thereforeto ſecurethe . 4u- 


becauſe he was Good, not becauſe he was Supream; | 


thority of the Magiſtrate, which anſwers the grea-! 
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deavour 4 The chang 1g. thole principles, and WP}: A. <> 
ions which breathed.the Plagyes. thardeſtroyed [© "—— ; 
the Nation, and would a2 ain bum us-upinthowes | "Pry 
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ded,'un Heathen tritft-not berefiſted. If Livin; 


ſhafl-receive -+-1i4er) kezus, the wrath and judgment | 


port thisthiee-fold account. 'R'n $15T A NCE, 


[jun&s, and both Chriſtian and Heathen Antiquity | 
[/ymbolize in' this with the ſacred Oracles; which 


| ; 


a ae of Rebellion. Tf Religion & bepr &ten- 
*tis damnation to: oppoſe a Nero. They that reſiſt 


of God; which implcs the guilt, and expreſſeth. 
the Ganger, | 


Now toreſiſt the Authority Prowicddnie bath ſer 
over us, is-(o finfal,” and ſo dangerous, principally | 


1 "Affronts the Authority of Godt. 


2 *'Tis contrary to the Boi of Religion. And 
bg Deſtruftive tothe Intereſt of Societies. 


Thetwo former expreſs the Guilt, and the lat | 


| ter both the Sin and the Puniſhment. And'of them 
all in order. - 


4+ ThenRe5$s15STance is an offont to the 
aarbantry of God; Wa@ what -Bamhirs,” the- Lord {ets 


up Kings, faith the 'Father. And *Ex aids Bemis, 
Kings are from Ged, (ayes the Heathen. And a 


greater than. both acknowledgeth Pllate's power | 


ro befrom above. © - | 
The' Scripture intitles- Gol to all: the Royal ads 


hath been rey proved by an excellenc Prelate, 


as1 inſtance in ſome of his Particulars. 


: The Kings perſon is ſaid to be God's; Great 
deliverance giveth He to Hi s King, 2 Sam. xxii. Fl. | 


and. ; 
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bis Father, 1 (hbron.xxix.23. And faith the Queen 


eth in thee, to ſet thee on Ht s Throne, 2 ( bron 1x.8. 
To alike ſenſe allo is that of Neſtor co Aramemnon 
in Homer; | 


|  Auarjcon 4r4E og ml Favs dſo 


of Sheba, Bliſed be the Lord thy Gad which dlight 


Throne of the Lord as King, inſlesd of Davio| 


| 


[os lent thee thy Scepter and JuriſdiRion. 
'7) The Kings Titles allo relate him to God, viz. 
thoſe 'of Gods Anointed, and his Servant ; The 
ormer givenevento Saul, 1Sam xii.3. and Cyrus, 
J/a. xlv. 1. and the later ro Nebuchaduegzar, Jer. 
xXV. 9. The ſame allo Athanaſius gives to Conſtan- 


tins the-great Favourer of the Arrians. (4) The 
Kings power likewiſe is from God, There is no; 
ower but of, God, and the powers that are, are ors, 
| deined of Ged, faith the Apoſtie. And the Pythe- 
gorean F Ailtxay © ©tds ax is The afeorigs. God hath given: 
[him Dominion. Upon which account alſo The- 
[mti/tins , 'E+ F *gy7 Ganier wrimper 5. 0555 God ſent; 
{Regal Power from'Heaven. And: that a King| 
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- 2 (broncxxxvi. Yea, and Tiberiys acknowledgeth A! 


[dom to (onſtantius thy ſervant. oy 


— 


| [therefore Menander calls the King, Eur eo ix, 


(Strength, and Glory, Dan. ii. 27, And Athanaſius. 


]Worldis hi, and bs alone is the Right to Govern 
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dom is 9%25, a Divine Good, isthe aſlenion 
of Plato, and confeſſion of Cyrus : All the King-| 
doms of the Earth hath the Lord of Heaven given me, 


Ez O47 (ena 3d, our Kingdom 1s from-, God. | 
And Daniel minds Nebuchadnezzar , The God of | 
| Heaven © bath given thee a Kingdom , Power , and 


in his Prayer for-(onſtantius, £v' TW fannie TaTho my | 
noimm Kerurrls Suze, Thoy haſt given this King-| 


Theſe, Lthink, are teſtimonies enough to prove 


o 


that Kings wear Gods Image and: Authority. And| 


God's living Image ; and the Pythagorean, Boos, 
ns o drIgims mgigeuinezr; The King is the Figure of 
God among Men. Bur beſides all this, there, is 
evidence enough in the nature- of the thing to 

rove, that Kings have their Power and Authority 
Nom God-, and are no Subſtitutes of the People : 
which t thus interr. | 
God made the World, and conſequently the 


| 


| 
'v 
| 


it. Bur be being of {uch immenſe perfeftions,thar 
our Frailty cannot bear his immediate converſes : 
*is neceſſary that he.rule us by men like our ſelves, 


| - 5260 make. This he doth,. and;hence 


and purthe Sword into the hands of Creatures of 


it. fol. 


lows, 


no 
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{Kings are inveſted; as Irthink [ have made evi- 
[den from teſtimony, and the natnre of the things 
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on the Kings Martyrdom, 
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|ly cannot devolve any upon another. 


ſaith David tn the caſe of Saul. 


ſtance affronts the authority of God, with which 


| Secondly, Then Ra$si5STANCE is oppoſite to 
the SpiritofRELI GON. Religion is of acalm. 
and pacifick temper, like that of its Author, whole 
' Voice Was -rot beard in the ſtreet. It {ubdues our 
paſſions , and governs our appetites ; it deſtroyes. 


| 


peſts, and ſpeaks down the ſtorms of our natures ; 


neſs of our rempers ; it makes ,men. gentle and 
peaceable, meek and compliant. This was the Spirit 


lows, that they that Rule are Gods $ ubſtitutes, and 
no (reatures of the People : For the People have| 
no power to Govern themſelves, and conlequent- 


Upon the whole then [ conclude, that the ſame |. 
 Commangs and Authority that oblige us te obey | | 
God, bind us torevere thoſe that fo {1gnally wear | 
his Image : and hethart diſobeys the Yice-Roy , af-| 
fronts the Soveraign. He that reſiſts, reſiſts the Or-| 
dinance of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, and who can lift up) 
himſelf againſt the Lords Anointed and be guilileſs * 


And thus I have diſpatched the firſt, viz. Reſ-| 


our pride. and fordid ſelfiſhneſs, it allays the tem-| 


it ſweetens our E/umonrs, and pollifheth the roughs 


| 


of the great exemplar of our Religion.; this was 


the: 


| " ” 
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| - oF Faſt Sermon ' | | 
the gefus of his Doftrine and his Praftice. 'Y 
He commands the payment of all Duties to.| IJ 
Cafar,He ack nowledgeth Pilates Power tobe from:| © F 

above ; He commands his Diſciples to pray for 3B 
their Perfecutors, He permits them'to flie, not to :: 

| oppoſe. He rebukes Peters violence to the High 4 
Prieſts ſervant; and the revenge of the Diſciples , i 


__— 


| 


ſtrates. 


when they called for Fire from Heaven. 


He paid Tribute, ſubmitted to the Laws 'of the 


lived among his enemies and theirs, and met with 
ſeverity enough to have ſowred their Spirits, and 
exaſperatedtheir-Pens to contrary reſolutions and 
inſtructions. Yer as true Followers of their dear 


have the rule over us; ſubmit to every ordinance of 


Iman; pray for Kings and all in authority ; ſubmit 


to Principalities and Powers, and to obey Magi 


* 


And thoſe Noble Spirits of the firlt Apes after, 


ſtians ,- who lived inthe Fire, and wentto Hea- 
ven wraptinthoſe Flames that had leſs ardor than 
their loye. Theſe, I'ſay, amidſt the greateſt and 
fierceſt Fires that Cruelty and Barbariſm had kin- 
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who began to be Martyrs as ſoon as to be Chris| 


| Sanbedrim , and to that nnjuſt ſentence againſt his | 


life. 
This was his temper : and the Apoſtles who 


| Lord, they faithfully tranſmirto us what they had 
learnt from him, viz. That we ſhould obey thoſe that 


| 


 dled, 
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| onthe Km Martyrdom. 
dled, paid the Tribute of a peaceable and quiet ſub- 


jection to their Murderers , and made unforced| 
| acknowledgments of the right they had to their 
abedience. Nordo we ever read of any attempts | 
4 they made to free themſelves by reſiſtance, though 
'1 | (as Tertullian ſaith) they were in powerful num- 
4 bers mingled in their Villages, andin their (ties ; 
(yea, in their Caſtles, and in their Armies. - Yea, 
there is an illuſtrious inſtance of paſſive obedience 
in the Thebean Legion , whole tenth man being 
[executed for not offering Sacrifice tor 1dols , they 
quietly ſubmitted to the cruelty. And a ſecond 
*I- Decimation being commanded by Maximinian, the 
Author of the firſt, one of their great Comman- 
ders, an excellent Chriſtian, per{wades them to 
| ſuffer it wich the ſame patience: becauſe ic was 
not with their Swords they could make their way 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, burtby another kind 
of Warfare. ” 

| And now if after all this, and infinitely more 
that might be {aid on the ſubje&, to pretend Re- 
ligion, and plead Scripture for Rebellion, is impu- 
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Lie in the. face of Conſcience, And thoſe thar | 
| cannot diſcern thoſe great lines of their Duty which 
are fet upon the High places, and ſhone upon 
with a full beam; and yer can find fin in little 
harmleſs circumſtances , which nothing hath for-| 


| bidden 


wth. 
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dent and ſhameful, an affront to Religion , anda| 
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bidden, but the coyneſs and perverſnels of their 
own humour; are like him that could ſee | 
the Starrs at Noon, but could not ſee the} 
Sun, and could ſpye the ſhadows. made by the | 
Mountains in the Hoon, but could not diſcern 
the greater ſþots upon its vi/ible ſurface. And for 
men to ſtrain at the decency of an Habit, or the 
uſage of a (eremony, when they can ſwallow Res. | 


word againſt Conformity, as there are many againſt 
| Rebellion ; that would have been worn bare up- 


onthe tongue, and have filled the World with | 


[endleſs importunities. | 


dience are againſt our humours and opinions, againſt | 
the darlings of our phanſies, and the intereſt of our 


evade, cogg and interpret by Analogies of our 

own making , by the Rales of our Se, and the 
Authority we worſhip, by Neceſsity and Providence, 
and any thing that will colour Sin, and cozen Con- 


ſcience, that will turn Religion into the Current | 
of our appetites, and make Scriptare ſpeak the lan- 
guage of our bumonrs. 


bellion and Sacriledge without chewing; is to be 
like him who durſt not eat an E2g on Saturday, | 
but made nothing to kill a Man. Doubtleſs had 


the Scripture ſaid by a thouſand part ſo much for | 
the Jus Divinum of Presbytery , as it hath for obe- 


dience to Authority ; had there been one plain 


But the Injunfions and Commands of Obe- | 


Party : and therefore here we muſt ſhuffle and 


_—_—_— 


Thus 
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| croſs their Models, oppolethe people of their imagi- 


is unpardonable, inthe degree of guilt, as well as it 
is near itin the penalty threatned. 


viz. GOVERNMENT and REL 1G10N, 


——__— tt... 


| 


Thas Religion and divine Authority ſhall be re- 
verenced, and pleaded when they agree with mens | 
own meaſures, and ſend any light or advantage to 
the Favourites of their _ : But when they | 


nations, and call them upon duties that are diſþlea- 
ſant'; the caſe is altered, the great motives of per- 
(waſton have loſt their power and influence, and 
Religion can do nothing with them. _ 

1 hus briefly of the ewo firſt Heads, viz. Re- 
ſiſtance (1) affronts the Authority of God, and (2) is 
oppoſite to the Spirit of Religion. From which 1 
come to the third, which makes reſiſtance both a 
oreat ſin, and a great puniſhment , viz. 


(3) Iris ruinows tothe INTEREST of So-; 
CLIETIES. This I muſt more largely proſecute, 
becauſe it will lead us into the ſad occaſion of our| 
preſcnt meeting. Man is a Creature made for So- 
ciety ; and what is againſt the intereſt of Societies, 
is deſtruftive to Humane Nature. And it the 
orcatnels of a ſin , and a miſchief be to be mea- 
ſured by its reference to the Publick, for ought | 
know, Rebellion will be the next fin to that which 


= 


Now there are two great intereſts ol Societies , 


on the Kings Martyrdom. | 
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eA Faſt Sermon 
co both” which Reſiſtance both in doftrine and 
prafice, is fatal. 

To begin with Government in order. 


may reſiſt the Powers over them, no Government 


opportunity to overthrow it. Every man will re- 
fiſt what he doth not like, and endeavour to pluck 
down what comports not with his humor. Thus 
every fit of diſcontent will ſtir up the various and 
inconſtant People to ſeek an alteration. And there 
was never any Government {o exa&tly framed in 
the World, butinthe menage, and adminiſtration 


nerality'of men are lead by their preſent ſenſes ; and 
if they feel themſelves pained by any thing (and 


it may be too, the Grief is but in their Imagina- 


| tion) they are for preſent deliverance from that 
Evil by any means ; never conſidering whether 


| the way of Cure draws not greater Evils after it 
chan the diſtemper : and fo upon every diſcontent 


rebel. Andthus1s a Kingdom laid open to inevi- 
table devaſtation and ruine : and by a dear expe- 


\ 


inconveniences 1n afetled Government, than to en- 
}deayour violent alterations. When the Sword is 


(+) Then both doQtrine and fraftice of reſi-| 
ſtance is deſtru&tive to Government. For it Subjefts | 


in the World can ſtand longer, then till the next | 


of it, many things would diſþleaſe. Now the ge- 


the people are inflamed , and upon every occaſion, 


rienee we have learnt, that 'tis better to endure any 


drawn, 


>. 
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onthe Kings Martyrdom, 


[drawn, no man knows Where, and when it will by 
! /heathed. When the Stone is out of a mans hand, 
he cannot direct it as he pleafeth. Hen with 
Swords by their /ides,will do what likes themſelves, 
and not what is exjoyned them by thoſe that im-| . 
ploy them. 

Or, could we ſuppoſ2 what our own had 
experience hath confuted, that Armies would be 
obedient , yet the Murders and Rapes, the Spoils and 
devaſtations, which are the natural iſſues of a (ivil} 
Var, are worſe than any inconventencies in any | 
Government poſhble. And though, as my Lordj- 
Bacon notes, Foreign War is like the beat of exers| 
ciſe, good and healchful for the Body ; yer Civill 
War is like the heat - of a Fever, ruinous and de-| 
ſtructive. 

Beſides, thoſe that re/1ft, either overcome the 
ſupream Power, or are conquered by it. lt the for- 

mer, their Leffriauroits in all likelyhood conquer 
them, as well as thoſe they ſerved them againſt: 

and ſo from the juſt authority of their lawful Fulers, 

they fall underthe inſolence of their licentious Y aſs 
/als. Or luppole they get the Government to chem-| 
when, all the\evils will follow, which uſually do 
on Competitions and variety of ( laims, which 
well breed everlaſting diſturbance, and eternal fears. 
Such evils will follow if the refiſters prevail : and 


[ifrhey chance to be ſuppreſt and overcome by the 
Powers 


* On 


” 4 % CG 
" mt AIMED OA 17 i ARE rtf 5p «7 65+ Hants He 
Ac abner 4p 10 —_ —_ gap iis 
4. wn 4 * - 
= 


—_ om—————__. a. 2 


 _ eA Faſt Semmon 
co both which Reſiſtance both in doftrine and 
praftice, is fatal. 

To begin with Government in order. 


| (+) Then both doQtrine and fraftice of reſi- 


ſtance is deftru&ive to Government. For it Subjetts 


in the World can ſtand longer, then till the next 


opportunity to overthrow it. Every man will re- 


| /iſt what he doth nor like, and endeavour to pluck | 


down what comports not with his humor. Thus 
every fit of diſcontent will ſtir up the various and 
inconſtant People to ſeck an alteration. And there 
was never any Government {0 exa&tly framed in 
the World, butin the menage, and adminiſtration 
of it, many things would diſþleaſe. Now the ge- 
nerality'of men are lead by their preſent ſenſes ; and 
if they feel themſelves pained by any thing (and 


ir may be too, the Grief is but in their Imagina- 


| tion.) they are for preſent deliverance from that 


Evil by any means ; never conſidering whether 
| the way of Cure draws not greater Evils after it 
than the diſtemper: and fo upon every diſcontent 
the people are inflamed , and upon every occaſion, 
rebel. Andthus1s a Kingdom laid open to inevi- 


rience we have learnt, that 'tis better to endure any 


inconveniences 1n afetled Government, than to en- 
deavour violent alterationss When the Sword is 


table devaſtation and ruine : and by a dear expe- 


| may reſiſt the Powers over them, no Government | 


_— 


hn 


drawn, 
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drawn, no man knows where, and when it will be 
ſheathed. When the Stone is out of a mans hand, 
he cannot direct it as he pleafeth. Hen wth 
Swords by their /ides,will do what likes themſelves, 
and not what is enjoyned chem _ thoſe that im-| . 
| | ploy them. 

| Or, could we ſuppot2 what our own unhappy 
| experience hath confuted, that Armies would be 
; obedient ; yet the Murders and Rapes, the Spoils and 
devaſtations, which are the natural iſſues of a (vil) 
Var, are worſe than any inconventencies in any 
Government poſſible. And though, as my Lord} 
Bacon notes, Foreign War is like the beat ofa 
ciſe, good and healthful for the Body ; yet Civil 
War is like the heat of a Fever, ruinous and de-| 
ſtru&ive. | 
Beſides, thoſe that reſiſt, either overcome the 
ſupream Power, or are conquered by it. If the for- 
mer, their Taftraments in all likelyhood conquer 
them, as well as thoſe they ſerved them againſt: 
and fo from the juſt authority of their lawful Fulers, 
| [they fall underthe infolence of their licentious P aſs | 
/als. Or ſuppoſe they get the Government to chom- | 
(elves, Aicke evils will follow, which uſually do 
upon Competitions and variety of ( laims, which! 
will breed everlaſting diſturbance, and eternal fears. 
Such evils will follow if the reſiſters prevail : and' 

{ifrhey chance to be ſuppreft and overcome by the! 


_ Powers 
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| than to be cruſht and rumed, So that thoſe that 


[Ker erinpe Te dpxeis mir dan). Aurders, rapes, violence, 


{little occaſion was Fuel to the Fire that was kin- 


Powers they oppoſe, they can expect nothing leſs 


reſiſt, whether they conquer, or are overcome, draw 
inevitable ruine upon themlclves, and probably 
on the common Body. For Laws and Govern- 


— 


ties, our Properties, and our 4ll, and as the Father, 


and all kind of miſchief invade the World with 
Anarchy and Diſorder. 1. 

And how far allthis hath been verified in our 
Borders : a little recollection will inform us. 


For , 


_— 
Ms ct _ 


\WY4 HEN fair Weather and a warm Sun, the 


indulgence of Heaven, and a long tranquili- 


We began to murmur we knew not why ; and to 
complain, becauſe we had nothing to complain of. 
Diſcontents grew upon the ſtock of our ill Nature, 
and the perverineſs of our humours ; and every 


dling in the diſtempered Body. We began to in- 
vade the Government with malicious whiſpers , and 
private Þreachments, with Libels and Declamations, 
with Inſolencies and Tumults, And when Sedition 


ment arethe great Charter of our Lives and Liber- | 


ty, had made us fat and frolick, rich and full, our | 
proſperity made us wanton, and our riches inſolent. | 
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on the Kings Martyrdom, | 15 | 
had incouraged ir ſelf by Noiſe and Numbers, by 
Popular zeal and talk of Reformation, it flew into | 
| che highelt irreverencies towards the King, and the| 
moſt violent proceedings againſt his Miniſters , | 
that the neareſt Trees being removed, they might 
have a full froke at the Cedar, Nor did things ſtop | 

here. | 
| The Sparks grew into mighty Flames, and thoſe 
V apours 1nto Thunder and Tempeſts. The whiſpers | 
of the Corner paſt into the noiſe of a (amp ; and 
the murmurs of the Street into the ſound of the 
Trumpet. The ( load like an hand,. became a Ma-| 
gazine of Storms, and our New lights et us all on 
Fire. The Pulpit founded as much Warr as the 
Drum ; and the Preacher ſpit as much flame as the| 
Cannon. Curſe ye Meroz, was the Text, and Blud 
and Plunder the ( omment and the He. Sol 
Thus bezan our happy Reformation. From| 
Law to Licentionſneſs, trom Religion to Phrenſie, | © | 
from an happy Government. to a wretched Hurry 
and Confuſion : and the progreſs and theend were} |} 
| (uitable to thoſe hopeful. begmnings. | _ 
God was worſhipped with the Devils Sacrifices,, 
 bumane bloud and ſlaughter : and glorified by being 
| affronted in his Authority and his Laws. The King 
( was honoured by the perſecution of his Perſon, and 
| murder of his Friends ; ſubmiſly addreſt by the civi- 
| lities of a Rabble, and petitioned inthe humble _ 
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of Drums and 'Granadoes. Welcomed at his Cities 
-|by the ſhutting of their Gates, and entertained in the} 
Country with the glittering of Swords, and the noiſe 
of War. Fought againſt for his defence, and his life| 
fought; for the preſervation of. the King. 
| Thus happy were our Reformers in twiſting Con- 
Itradiftions, and they would be fo indeed, could 
Ichey reconcile one more, viz, That they are the 
[z0od People and ſure Heirs of Heaven, becauſe the | 
| Apoſtle Taith , They that re{iſt ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves damnation. 4 
Bur we are not yet atthe end of the line, the 
moſt fatal part of the Story is to come. 
| ". herefore, after cen thouſand butcheries and. 
devaſtations, miſeries and diſorders, which cannot 
be deſcribed, but they will in part befelt ; profpe- | 
rous wickedneſs finally prevailed, the friends of | 
| Loyalty and Juſtice were lcattered and deſtroyed, 
Majeſty is made a prey tothe ſons of a Dungbil, and 
afflifted innocence falls into the hands of the Hun | 
ters. 'And after He had been infamouſly ſold like! 
a Slave, and impriſoned like a vile Malefattor : af- 
ter He had been raviſht from his Friends, bli- 
| |[bbemed in his name, and robbed of the enſigns of 
his dignity : after He had heen toj# up and down 
.| from one place to another, according as the de- 
\|[ſigns and infolencies of his cruel Zaylors ſhould} 
|call him ; after He had been mocked by Conditions 
of 
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on the Kings Martyrdom. 
of Peace , and terms of Accommodation that gr 
never meant : after He had made conceſSionfto/a 

cheir Demands, and for the ſake of the Peace ”— 
Settlement of his Kingdoms, had granted things: 
[that Subjefts had never the mn/olence to'a5k. I ſay 
after hel and a thouſand inſtances of berbatify 
and indignity more, that his cruel Perſecutors might 
(cranſcend all examples of wickedneſſe;, that Genes. 
rations to come might honour them, as. they do 
that Hicy Court os JusTIc x, where- 
jof PonTius PiLateE was Pgres1- 
DENT, and that they might deſerve a deeper: 
Jeninutin than that threatned by the Apoſtle to 
bare Refifters. They ſummon their. Sove- 


RALGN totheir Bar, and trie Him by acom-| 


pany of Petty-fellows, that called hanive: by a" 
great Name : \ They buffet him with their inſolent 
Tatts, and-bait him with the mercenary noiſe of 
JUSTICE, JUSTICE. like CRUCH- 
FI E him, CRUCIFIE him. They upbraid 
| him wich their own faults, and charge him with 
the guilt of that bloud which themſelves had ſpilt ;| 


that "308 might add the guilt of his, to all thereſt;; 
which BLack TREASON, not to be 
rhought on without horrour, nor ab without 


a tear, this Day they accompliſht, beyond any 


[preſi dent of former times, and- perhaps the belief of 


the future ; contrary to their Allegiance, and cheir! 


Cove- 
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{to have ſacrificed their lives to the preſervation of 
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ry and Succeſſe wait upon Treaſons and Paracides, 


| bell;on! Shall the Phariſee pray, and proſper, and the 


Covenant, totheir duty to God , and heir profeſſi- 
ons to the People, to he obligation of all Laws and. 
(ommon Right. 

Therefore letthis Day be darkneſſe, let the co- 
vering of the blackeſt Grief be upon it; becauſe 
this Day fell a Prince, one of the beſt, the wiſe eſt, 
and molt generos, and the moſt gracious that ever 
| fwayed thele Scepters. Hefell, and fell by vio- 
lence, and the violene hands of his own, who ought 


— 


' Hu. Hefelto the diſhonour of God, to the grief of 
good Men, tothe ſcandal of Religion, to the ſhame 

of Proteſtantiſm, to the overthrow of Government, | 
and ruine of the Nation. This is a Lamentation, 


MENTATION. 
Bur Oh Heavens ! oh Providence ! muſt Pertue 
be dethroned, and /illany be crowned ! muſt Yi&o- 


while infamy and lofſe dog 2c to the Grave! | 
Muſt the moſt rig ily. of Princes be the moſt mi- 
ſerable of Men ; or Religion and a good (auſe be 
the onely way to be unfortunate and undene! Will 
the Searcher of hearts aber hypocrites , and Provi- 
dence lend it ſelf for an ar2ument to legitimate Re- 


( 


lrighteous cry, and be forſaken ! Shall Treaſon carry'| 


ak in T7riumph- upon its gilded Banners , and. 


— 


and to all Generations it ſhall be for a L A- 


Shall 
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ſhall the wicked life up their hands in an appeal to 
Heaven, and bring them down to the deſtruftion 
of the Juſt! Shall Yllany raiſe its head to the 
Clouds, and meet no Thunderbolts there; while 
the Devotions of the Innocent return upon him in 
f/iorms and flames ! : 

Thus Senſe and Nature would complain on 
this occaſion. But Providence is juſt, though* we 
are blind, Profperous Viflany crows and triumphs 
for a moment, but is covered with ſhame, and eters: 
nal darkneſs in the iflue. The end of things will 
diſentangle Providence, and re&tifie all dilorders. 
Then ſhall we ſee that afflifted Vertue ſhoots up 


and verdant in an eternal. Spring, while every Tree. 
thac Vertue hath nor planted ſhall be rooted up and} 
Þ:ther in a moment. . 


logy for Providence ; left the ſucceſſes of the wicked , 


and ſo'near, might tempr any to think, thatthere 
is no GOD that judgeth in the Farth. | 

And thus I am arrived at the firſt period of the 
miſeries that we brought upon our ſelves by Re- 
ſiſtance, which concludes in the ruine and diſſolu-| 


on the other fide the Grave, and ſends its branches | 
into a flowring Paradiſe, where they ſhall be green | 


- This briefly I thought hit to ſuggeſt as an Apo-| | 


|and misfortunes, of the Juſt, in inſtances fo great| 


tion of Government, and this runs into all themil-| 
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-| Calamities, would be conſidered. 


|4:s Name. The Dreggs of the Populace, the Creas 


Body was deſtroyed? Were we not well freed from 


[chem they did, but not for us, bur from-us. And 


ſure that was ſpent to purchaſe ir. ; 
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LY 


chiefs to which) humane' Nature is obnoxions. | 
For Government is the great intereſt of mankind; | 
that which bounds our paſſions , and ſecures our 
rights ;- prevents confuſion, and that deluge of Des | 
bauches that ' Anarchy lets'in upon the World. 
And how far we feltthis alſo in the conſequent 


When the Nation then had loſt It's Head, and 


its Glory, *twas turned with its Heels upwards, and} 


governed by a Thing as infamous in its Quality , as | 


tures of a Settarian Army, the worſt part of a 
Body, that was badenough in its beſt, theſe were 
our Senators, and our Patriots, the preſervers of our | 
Peace, and the Keepers of our Liberties : and keep 


was not this a Liberty worth the Bloud and Trea- 


O the bleſſed Reformation that filled our Pulpits, 
and emptied our Purſes , that quickned our endea- 
vonrs, and inſpired our zeal; and that was ſo glo- 
rious in our mouths, and fo pleaſant in our hopes. 
Were not all miſcarriages of Government well 
mended, when Government was thrown up by the 
roots, and was not the diſeaſe well cured, when the 


W--- 


evil Counſellours, when we made Kings of the worſt. 
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| nation of the Apoſtle, ſhall be ſure to incurr the, 
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we had. And was not Tyranny well extirpated, | 
when we were under an 4rmy of Tyrants. 

Butthe glorious things are to come, and we mult | 
be caft into New Models. And when the Birds 
of Prey have divided the Spoil, and. (atisfied; the 
cravings of their appetites and ambition, the Nation 
{hall be made happy with New-nothings, and golden | 
Mountains . with ( bimer aes of ( ommon-wealths, | 
and fine names for Slavery. In-the mean while | 
Loyalty muſt be ſcourged with the Scorpions that 
are due to Rebellion. And thoſe that feared the dam-. 


damnation of the Reformers.; -and they that would 
not hazard their Souls, muſt compound for their 


Eſtates. 5 | 
uNCcTo had run to the 


Burt when the ] 
length of their Line; that is, as. far. as their 
MASTER would permit chem; z when. they | 
were as odious as they deſerved, and his deſigns as 

ripe as he could wiſh; ; then up ſteps the fingle| 
TYRAN T, kicks them out of their Scats, and 
BEELZEBUB diſpofleſieth the L z 6 1 on. 
He engroſſeth the prey to himſelf, and aſſumes the 
ſole -priviledge of 'compleating our milcries. He 


made himlelf after the Image of a King, and inve- 


{ſed his Sword with the authority of Law. He ru- 


led us with the Rod of Iron we deſerved, and made! 


lus feel a difference between the ſilken Reins of a 


lawful. 


— 


*| Councils, as well as Tyranny in their Actions, and 


 |we would not believe thar this was Liberty, we | 


{come at length to a pretty pals, when men in 


_—_— 
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[ans, 'twas fault enough, and good reaſon why 


/aQting in the face of the Sun The ſtrength , the 


lawful Authority, and the heavy yoke of an inſolent 
[{ ſurpation. [ Z 

And when Providence had freed us from this 
Plague, and called him to account for his Yillanies, 
we fell back into ourold diſerders ; wee reeled to 
and fro,and Raggered like a Drunken man, and were | 
at our Wits end. We Knew not this week, who} 
would be our Lerds the next, nor did our Lords 
themſelves know to day, by what Laws they 
would Rule to morrow. (onfufion was in their 


there was bur one thing they ſeemed to be agreed 
upon, which was'to inſlave the Nation. And if 


” 


muſt be knockt in the head with our chains , if the 
Sheep would not take the Wolves for their Guardi- 


chey ſhould be devoured. And were not things 


Buff durſt proclaim themſelves the onely Legal 
ſters murdered men in the Streets, and threatned 
the antient Metropolis of the Nation, with Gunpow- 
der and Granadoes. Fire and Sword mult be our 
portion, if we would not bein love with infamous 
Mſurpers, and a worle Powder-plot than Faux's was 


riches, the beauty, yea, the almoſt All of the Nation | 
|| WAas |} 


rl 


Authority of the Nation , when our Armed Ma-| 
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| [yet they loſe much of their reverence and ſtrength 
{by ſuch difſettlements. And the Peoplethacr have; 


, 
| 
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moſt the leaſt evils we feared. 


ro another, and made the ſport of the proud and 
inſulting billows, ill Almighty Goodneſs ſerled us 


vidence reſtored us our P.RINCE andour Go- 
vernment Which our ſins had deprived us of, to 
re-eſtabliſh us upon the ſure Foundations of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Peace. 

Theſe are ſome ſprinklings of that deluge of Wo 


was deſigned a Sacrifice to the rage and revenge of 
our Oppreſſors ; and Plunder and Maſſacres were al-| 


| 


that we brought upon our ſelves by reſiſtance ,| 


Thus were we tot up and down from one wave| 


again upon our old baſis, and by a Miraile of Pro-| 


| 


1 - 


| 


which | have briefly deſcribed to this purpole, that 
the remembrance of cheſe miſeries, may beget a| 
(enſeof our ſins, and the truth. of the particular Pro- 
poſition I have been diſcourſing. under this Head, 
VIZ> That Reſiſtance is fatal to Government. 4 

And though Government may be fixt again up- 
on its Foundations, and Laws turned intotheir anti- 


23 


| 


rebelled once, and ſucceſsfully, will be ready to do; 


again the ſooner. 


And thus-we ſee how rninous reſsſtance is to} 


\ _ 


ent Channel, after the violence they have ſuffered; | 


ſo often. As water that hath been boyled, will boyl; 


Governs 
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| Government, and how deſtructive to thar firſt great 


| bellion layes the Rems on mens-necks, and takes 


| flood-gates of Impiety, and-letsloole the brats of ex- | 


barbariſm , luſt and! revenge. Thus Rebellion by | 


[And what execution it hath done upon Religion 
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Lore | That Febellion-is contrary to the Spirit | 
of Religion, we have ſeen ;, and conſequently, that | 

ris" deſtruftive. o its 'Beingy will-not need much | 
proof , fince contraries deftroy, one another, Re- | 


off the reſtraints of their appetites ; it opens the 


travagant Imagination. It deltroys the reverence of  - 
all things ſacred, and drives Yertue to Corners. It 
gathers mens luſts into a common ſtorm, and fills all 
things with Chaos and, confuſion. Religion cannot 
be heard Mm the noiſe of battail, but is trampled un- 
der-foot in the hurry and the tumult, Faith and love, 
humility and-meekneſF, purity and patience are over-| 
caſt -and ſtlenced by Arbeiſviand ouelty, pride and 


breaking up the foundations.of the Earth, lets in 
an Hell upon us; and brings a. kind of ; preſent 
| damnation upon the World. And that.this 1s ano- . 
her faral miſchief of Reſiſtance, we have felr alſ6} {| 


by an experience that will keep it 1n our memories. 


_ 


naſt be conſidered next... : 
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But now this is a tender thing, and Lam willing | 
to keep my {elf within bounds that are charitable | 
and ſober,; and therefore muſt prensſe to what I} 
haveto lay about it, that | charge .notthe whole 
Body of the People of the, late Tirmes; with the| 
guilt of all the Follies and. corruptions'l deſcribe.| 
Nor do I believe, or ſay, that the whole Maff of | 
their Feligion was ſo monſtrouſly vitiated and des | 
prayed. I profeſs Univerſal Charity, and have per- | 
haps, more for the worſt of them, than they gene-| 
rally will own for any that are not of their own! 
party. or opinion. And therefore at preſent I ſhall] 
ſay no more, than what the ſober and-intelligenc| 
among themſelyes will acknowledge to be juſtly 
chargeable upon ſome or other of the Sets bred} 
by our late Diſorders , and this will be enough] 
for my purpole, which is only to prove by near | 
and deplorable inſtances, that reſiſtance brings miſ- 
chiefs upon Religion ; and not to expoſe to batred| 
or contempt the perſons of any that are ſerious in 
the way of their profeſſion, _— [ judge it never 
fo obnoxious and miſtaken; And having ſaid this| 
out of a tender charity, thatnone may be wronged 
by miſinterpretation, nor any offended that are not | 
concerned; I come with freedom todeſcribe ſome 
of the injuries our unhappy reſiſtance hath done Re-| 
ligion, notwithſtanding that both Arms and 
1 ongues lo highly pretended its defence. 


t 


— 


| E And! 


: - _ | OW; ee aa 
, - £0 5 . 7 *p EO : ks / EN p by 
- . FY / s 
, 4* # F* 
3 oP * 9.4 00-40), Hh * D d z . 0 
. 7; ; : bl q 
"__ : dy » ud 
. p ; , : ; 
- ” ; 
$ F 
Y + : 
1 . 


Pc ct, 4 bd OBCLIAS” CITE ITY Boi Went ig ICS we. 19", £E Ty Vo 8 Fo. 
SKY \ þ C3 4 2 - , | Fx THIS HI "Br 
$7, POE RS nt : 
: : £ I a 's FS 
"ICC 
4 Ms G'S. 


[o.Aad indecd: nent fought tor Religion rill they 


had deſtroyed it, and'diſputed abour it, till they had 
loft t. Fultiplicity of Upinion had quite confoun- 


mbſt peoples buſineſs to chatter like Pyes, rather 


difþute abour it, thoſe later dayes of the declining 
| World had been its beſt, and this in its growth 


elle were verging to their fatal Cell and Period. Bur 
alals, the Tongue was the moſt, if not the onely re- 


[che ZZgyptian Temples,were fair without but Beaſts 
and Serpents, and (rocodiles within. Or like the 
Bird of Paradiſe, they had Wings to flye in the 
(louds of. Imagination, but no Peet to walk on the 
Ground ofa vertuons praftice, Yea, ſome had found 
the way to ſwim to- Heaven in the (nrrent of their 
appetites, and to reconcile ( ovetouſne/ſs , Rapine , 

(ruelty, and Spiritual Pride, with the glorious 
| names gf the Elf, the People of God, the Church of 
( briſt, and the good Party. Religion with Rebellion, 
and Sacriledge with Saintſhip. TT hele had learnt to 
be godly without goodneſs, and Chriſtians without 


— 


Chriſtianity. 


\ 
\ 


|cheir Brother : haters of open Prophaneſs, but nor 
*7s : of 


—. 


—_— 


—_— 


—— 


ded the: ſimplicity of Life and Faith, and '"twas| 


than to live'like Chriſtians, or like Men. And if| 
Religion had been computed by mens talk, and | 


gt 


and wayes of higheſt improvement, when all things: 


ligious Member. And many of the Pretenders, like | 


| Theſe were lovers of God, that were haters of | 
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| . . | 
was taken from its foundation of Yertue and Holy 


on the Kings Martyrdom. 


of ſpiritual wickedneſs. Very zodly though cruel, | 


and unjuſt. True penitents, though they returned 


wept. Their hearts were good, though their ations | 


| were diſhoneſt, and they had the root of the matter | 


in them, though that root were a dry ſtump, and 


God, but no haters of (( ovetouſneſs. Had power in 
Heaven, but none over themſelves. They wete Gods 
Servants, though they obeyed their appetites: and 
his children, though no better than thole, thatthey | 
accounted of their Father the Devil. Thus had 
men got the knack to be religious without religion, 
and were in the way to be ſaved, without ſalva- | 
tion. 

This was one of the groſleſt abuſes of Religion | 


that our Diſorders brought upon us, whereby ir 


——_— —— —_— 


living, and placed in emotions, raptares, a 


nd ſelling 
dords of vanity. 


P | 


ſent the phanſte into the Clouds to fAlutrer there in 
myſtical non-fenſe : and when it was mounted on 
the Wings of the Wind, and got into the Revelations 
to looſen the ſeals, pour out the vials, and phantaſti- 


flew 


— 


| 


| 


py 


co their ſins, as ſoon as they had complained and | 


had no branches. They were regenerated, but not | 
reformed ; converted, but not a jot the better. De-| 
vout Worſhippers, but bad Neighbours. Lovers of | 


And when theſe had kindled the imagination, and | 


cally ro interpret the fates of Kingdoms 3 when it! 


| 


| 
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tt. 


—— 
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flew into the Tongue in anvextravagant ramble, and 


diſcaſed and diſturbed phanfie thus variouſly diſ- 


played-it 'ſelt, many made themſelves believe that 


 |rhey were atted by the Spirit, and that thoſe wild 


agitations of fick Imagination, were divine motions. 
And when this fire was deſcended from the phanſis 


lto the affeftons, and theſe being exceedingly mos 


ved by thoſe vain and proud conceits, cauſed trems- 
blings and fomings, convulſions and extaſies in the 
body, (all which are but natural diſeaſes, if not 
worſe ; andjuſtlike thoſe odd exſtatical motions 
of the Devils Prieſts when they come foming from 
his Altars ) thele, I ſay, the wild phantafticks had 


learnt ro aſcribe to the bleſſed and adorable Spirit | 


And when their phanfies being full of turgid noti- 
ons, and their bodies in an extaſie, they dream'd of 
ſtrange ſights, voices, and wonderful diſcoveries, 
which were nothing bur the unquiet agitations of 
their own diſordered brains. Theſe allo were ta- 
ken for divine Revelations, and the effeFs of the 
Spirit of God, ſhewing it ſelf miraculouſly in 
them. 

Briefly then, and in ſum, Every humour and 
phantaſtick unaccountable motion , was by ſome re- 


| 


p, 


{preſented asthe work of that Spirit, ro which they 


are moſt oppoſte. Thus when warm and bruk 


o 


abuſed the Name and Word of God, mingling it 
with canting, unintelligible babble. Iay, when the |. 


| 
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imagination with pleaſant Dreams; theſe were divine 
Illapſes, the Joys and Incomes of the Holy Ghoſt. 


J 


| 


ſanguine preſented a cheerful Scene, and filled the! 


When heated Melancholy had kindled: the bufte and 
aftive phanſie, the Enthuſiaſt talks of Illuminations, 
| New Lights, Revelations, and many wonderful fine 
things, which were aſcribed to the ſame Spirit. And 
when Phl,-: prevailed, and had quencht the 
phantaſtick Fire, rendring the Mad man more dull 
the man under ſpiritual darkneſſe and dzſertion. 
And when again Choler was boyled up into rage 
and fury againſt every thing that was not of the 
fond Cut and Meaſure , this alſo was preſumed to | 
be an Holy Fervour kindled by that Spirit, whole 
real Fruits are gentleneſs ahd love. 

Andnow, after that which I have ſaid on this| 
occaſion, it may perhaps be neceſlary to add, that 
[ hope none here will be ſo uncharitable, or lo un- 
juft, astorhink that I go aboutto diſparage the 
Spirit of God and its influence ; which, as lought, 


| 


| 


and unattive , then the Spirit was withdrawn, and 


[ adore and reverence : and becauſe doo, I think | 
it ficto repreſent, and ſhamethe blafphemous abuſes | 
of it, which would expoſe the molt Divine things 
co ſcorn, and make them ridiculous. And that the! 
Holy Spirit hath been thus traduced and injured 3 
and is ſtill by great numbers among us, *ewould 


be ſhameful not to acknowledge. And I add, 
that 


| 
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[char my zeal and reverence for the realities, make 


methys ſharp and ſevere tothe Counterfeits. Nor do 
[chin|Fchar folly and phantaſry is to be ſpared, be- 
cauſe they wear the ſtolen Livery of things vene-| 
rabl: and ſacred. 

Therefore to go on, this was a kind of Religion 


that the. corruption of it bred among us. A Rel:- 


gion conceived in the Imagination and begot by 
Pride and Self-Love, which gilded the Profeſſors 
of-it with all the glorious names and priviledges of 
the GoFþel, And when they had encircled their 
Heads with their own phantaſtick rayes, and 
{woln their Imaginations into a Tympany of ridicus 
lous greatneſs, they ſcornfully contemned all bur 
their Darling-ſelves, under the notion of the For- 
mal, the Moral, and the Wicked : and proudly pitied 
the poor and carnal World, that is, all that were not 
of their.conceited| pitch and elevation. And having 
thus diznified themſelves, and debaſed others : they 
herded together, drew the Church into their 1utle 
(Corners , and withdrew from the communion of 


others, who had leſs conceit, though more Ehriſti- 


anity. They bid us ftand off, left we ſhould have 
polluted them by our unhallowed approaches ; and 
having made us as the Heathen and the Publican, 
they cried, Come our from among them. The true 
Church, ſoundneſs of Fudgment, purity of Dofrine 
and of Worſhip (if men would believethem) was 

con- 


Ao) 
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Corners of 4frica of old, when their Friends the 


ſwagger in their Imaginations, till ſome other Se, 
as well conceited as themſelves, endeavoured to 


And then they buſlled and contended , Here, the 
Church, cried one, nay, but *tis here, cried another; | 
till a third gave the Lye to them both : and then) 
the Scuttle grows warm of Pride againſt Aypocri- 
fie ; the Self-conceit of one Sect, againſt the Pride of 
another, and all againſt Sobriety and Truth, 

This among ſome was the power of Godlineſs, | 
this the ſpirituality of Feligion, under pretence of 
which, all reverence to things ſacred was deſtroyed. 


ſet up the Cry ofthe Purity and Spirituality of Wor- 
ſhip, it never left canting on the SubjeR, till mens 
Tongues and Minds were fired againſt every 


confined to their Lang, juſt as they were to the] 


Donatifts were there. Thus did they ſwell and} 


take their Plumes from them, and to appropriate| 
thoſe glorious prerogatives to their own party. | 


[For when this Spirit had got into the Pulpit, and| 


matter of decency, and order, as formal and Antichri- 
ſftian. And lo far had- it prevailed, as to driverhole, 
of warm affe&tions and weak heads, from all due! 
external Reverence.co God and Holy things. And! 
theſe well-meaning people being frighted with 


chriſtianiſms. (things they had learnt to. hate, but 


17 
the terrible noiſe of Topery, Superſtition, and Anti-| | 


notto underſtand;) boggled and flew off from. eyes 
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|rhieſe abborred Charafters, though it were never ſo 


{would not have irnagined what they had been 


| thing. 


the Game of the Tongue, and the Frolick of Imagi-| 


| caozs life, and made to ſerve the ends of Pride and 
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ry thing"their furious Guides had marked with 


innocent and becommg. And thus a rude: and ſlo- 
renly Religion had made its way intothe World, | 
and fuck afordid careleſsneſs in matters of divme | 
Worſhip, that ſhould a Stranger have come into | 
the Aſſemblies that were acted by this Spirit , he 


doing: and that they were about Holy Offices, 
would perhaps haye been one of the laſt things 
in his Conjecture. Thus bold and /avcy talk had 
crept into- mens Prayers, under pretence of Hoh | 
Familiarity with God, nauſcous impertinent Gib- 

berifh, under the notion of 'Praying by the Spirit , 
and allkind of irreverences in external demeanor, 
under'the ſhelter of a pretended ſpiritual Worſhip. 
 Fhus had men ſubtilized Religion, till they had | 
deſtroyed it, made ir firſt invi/zble, and then No- 


_ AND now to gather up all, Religion being | 
thus multiplyed, corrupted and debaxcht, being made| 


nation ; phantaſtick 1n its princples ,: ſordid in its 


praffices , - ſeparated from the foundation. of a.ver- 


Ayarice ; what was like to follow, according to 
the-natire and order of things, but Atheiſm and| 
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contempt of all Religion > And when one ſayes;| 

here's Religion, and another fayes] there's Relighn | 

a third will contemningly ask, where's Religion, 
and! Þbat's"' Religion ? When the Heathen Deities | | £9" 
| were fo-mulciplied, that-eyery thing was rnade 4 Lo 
1-— {God; Protagoras, Diagoras, and others, firſtbegan| © -| _ © 
to queſtion, and next to affirm that ther&was None. | 
Retlegions have been multiplied in our dayts , as 
ouch as Gods in theirs; and we have ſeen much bo 
of the ſame fatal event and iſſue. They madetheir j \ 
| Gods contemptible and vile, by deifying things that | 
|wereſo, and we had no lefs derrated' from the, 
credirof Religion, by bringing it down tothings| 
[of the loweſt and vileſt rank and nature. Our | 
Idolized Opinions were no better than their Garlicki 
® [and Oyors. Thedifeuſes of the Mind, Phrenſie and 
Enthuſiaſm, which our dayes have worſhipped, were | 
no better than thoſe of the Body which they adored. 
And they never raiſed Altars to worſe Yices than 
|[REBELLLlON, FRAUD, and VIOLENCE, 
| which our Age hath hallowed and made ſacred. So 

that notwithſtanding all the glorious pretenſions 

of thoſe Times, Religion was, among many, ta- 
ken off all its Foundations, and the World prepared 

for Atheiſm. The Follies and Diviſions of one Age, 
» | make way for Atheiſm inthe next. 

Thus alſo briefly of the Condition of our 
RELIG10N. 
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. {down new judgments, by repeating old provocati- 


their bloud inhis ſervice : and many hy their vices; | 
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'ND thus: I have ſhewn how much R e- 
'SISTANC Ks Of the Authoriry that is over | 
$,15 againſtquriD:wry andour INTezxes rx. 
he farmer God: hath plainly cold us;; and. the lat- 
ter we have ſadly felt. 

It remains that we humble our ſelves under 
þhe/ouſe of rhe; publick guilt, as well as complain of 
[che conſequent: miiſeries. - That we may. net draw 


'ons; and adding our. particular ſins to the common 
{ſcore.: And Ithink we {hall do wellto conſider, 
[what:we, who ,abhorre Rebellion, have contributed 
co the fatal evils that followed it. We can perhaps 
be well enough content that the viſible afors of 
of.thoſe, miſchicts ſhauldibe laſht, and. expoſed; 
and-ir may be, are well pleaſed and xtickled-wich 
our reprehenſions in which, we think our ſelves 
'not:concerned. But if we will be ja/?, if we will 
ſhave this Faſt to {1gnifie, we mult, turn our; re- 
proofs upon our ſelyes allo, and with grief and 
{ſhame i ar that our {ins and Debauches, 
our contempt of God.and fcorn of Religion, have 
helpc rowards the plucking down that'fad judg; 
ment upon the Nation, which we lament this 
Day. And it muſt be confeft, that there were 
thoſethat fought againſtthe K 1n 6G, who yerſpent 
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which themſelves trove in another way, to leſs 


not to think; that this Faſt is appointed to inveigh 
againſt the faults of others, and ro makethem and 
their a&ions odious ; but to humble our ſelyes'un- 
|der the apprehenſion of our own:, and to!teach 
us to ſhew our love to the Kine, and readineſs to 
obey him, by ſubjefing our ſelves firſt unto God, 
7 whole V ice-gerent H £ is. And.we may be alſu- 
red that they that are not Loyaltothe UnNiveR- 
SAL Lox ofallthe World, can ſcarce pofſi- 


"ewill need a great deal of Charity to help us to be- 
lieve, thatthoſe that make no ſcruple to blaſpheme 


with-held by conſiderations of Duty or Conſcience: 
from rebelling againſttheir King, or affronting His, 
when there is any powerful intereſt ro oblige 
them to it. If therefore we would give any evi- 
dence of a ſerious humiliation at preſet, or any ſe- 


our particular fins, and forfaking them; andrhen 
[there will be hope that the Authority of God may 
[oblige us quietly and peaceably ro ſubmir to his 
'|MinisTE8; andindoing ſo we ſhall be bleſt 


[ = : | _ thus 


endeavoured to engage Heavenagainſt that Cau | 


purpoſe to promote. And therefore; we.. ought 


| bly be ſoto their particular SovEREItGN. And] 


curity of a future loyalty, letus do ſo by confeſſing | 
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the Name of God, and to break the plaineſt, moſt}. 
earneſt, and moſt expreſs of his. Laws , will be: 


wich his influence, and deſerve his proteftion.. And]. 
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ration- 


oft ghe 


henceforth 


av cw reaaiſſeorcs os 


our: 


ſelves like Pr 
of t 


and for ever. Amen and Amen. 
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